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A 

SERMON- 



JOB XII. 9, 10. 

Who kvowztu not in all thess that the hand 
of the lord hath wbouoht this? in whose 

UJlND is the SOUL OF EVEBY LIVING THING, 
AND THE BREATH OF ALL MANKIND. 

That there is a God is the fandamental doctrine 
of true Religion. Some men, however, who ac- 
knowtedge the first principle of iaith, entertain 
considerable doubts, and indulge many vain fancies, 
respecting Ihe Ptovidence of God. Not being able 
to satisfy their minds upon several p(^ts, such as, 
how a Being, so clol^d with majesty and glory, can 
eowtescend to take an inlerest in the comparatively 
insignkfcant things of this wwld ? — why he permits 
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so much natural and moral evil to exist, earthquakes 
to tear up the foundations of the earth, storms to 
wreck the labours and the hopes of man, beasts to 
prowl about for prey, wars and tumults to disturb 
the happiness and welfare of nations, and strifes, 
animosities, and trespasses to inflame the passions, 
and griefs and afflictions to make miserable the hearts 
of his creatures? — and why, if . he hates vice and 
loves virtue, he allows the wicked to prosper in their 
iniquity, and the good to suffer often for righteous- 
ness' sake? — not being able, I say, to satisfy their 
minds on these points, they try to account for cir- 
cumstances and events upon the principle of fete or 
chance; thereby, while they confess the. existence of 
a Supreme Being, calling iii question his general, and 
more especially, his particular Providence. 

But they, who have imbibed the true spirit of 
piety, are convinced, that he presides over the 
world which he has made, not as a mere uncon- 
cerned spectator of natural contingencies and moral 
chances, but as an active and watchful Governor, 
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t^ho pervades with his presence every the minutest 
particle of Creation, gives energy, operation, and 
continuance to every work of his hands according 
to his good pleasure, and suffers no act to .be 
performed, no agency to be carried on, no oc- 
currence to take place, without his knowledge and 
permission. Not a sparrow falleth to the ground 
without our Father; not a thought arises in our 
hearts, * ^* but he knoweth it altogether/' " In his 
hand is the soul of every living thing, and the 
breath of all mankind/' He clothes the grass of 
the field, feeds the fowls of the air, supplies us 
with food and raiment, preserves us from innu- 
merable dangers, and sends his Angels -f-" to mi- 
nister for them who shall be heirs of salvation/' 

Let the objector complain of the existence of 
evil; let him look at the convulsions, ^disOTders, and 
decays of nature, and at the mischiefs and mi- 
- -' - -I 

* Ps, cxxxix. 4. t Heb. i. 14. 
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series whieh man of himsdf occasions, and to which 
humanity is subject^ and draw thence his doubts 
and cavils with respect to. the directing and con- 
trolling Providence of God. We eavy him neither 
his notions nor his feelings. Both, we are per- 
suaded, are founded on error, and have grown up 
in his breast through ignorance of the original 
cause that brought evil into the world. *'^ God," 
we assert, *' b not the Author of Confusion/' Every 
work, as it first came out of his hands, was good, 
and would h»ve tenoned so, had not man, by 
reascm of his trandgreasion, cast upon it the stain 
of impurity and corruption. We hear not the 
noise of the thunder, nor the raging of the tem- 
pest; we see not tiie ruins of the liglitning, nor 
the ravages^ of the pestilence; we witness no scenes 
of sorrow, no circumistances of pain, no sudden 
wrecks of happiness or of life, but we discover the 

* I Cor. xiv. SS. 
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moist convincing proofe of the FatU and FttnisbciieQi 
of Man. Biit God, when be inflicted the ptoalf j 
of transgression^ did not withdraw hi» Providence. 
He still considers us as his childien, still proTides^ 
for our wants,, is JstiU exerting aU bis graciomt 
:Attributes.^ as &r as bis justice and tfuth will 
permit, in bringing good out of evil, and id ren 
ttiedjing the mischiefs^ which the enmitj of Saliaos. 
and tiie wickedness of ni»n, are continually sproadi* 
ing around. 

In aU tbe minor concerns o£ faftiman life, and 
ki all the priivate; iajtorests of individuaiL man, hia 
Prorvidence is activdhjr and icbeesaaally engaged. 
Bat in the important and compHieflUbcd affiskirs c£ 
nations it is more coBftpictnously disfiajfed. hk the^ 
esctfaordmarj events thaJb. tabs place in the ^oddl^ 
m the eleration off one people to gpeatnessi aaKl 
prospedtjv in. the dspmssoom of another ihta in^g>« 
niificanoe and calamit}?, in the intftatirrei .commfflfciom 
that light up in the land the flame of discord, 
and in the mad and mig^j* conflicts of contend- 
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ing foes, we are struck, in a more than usual degree, 
with the power and interference of a superintending 
Deity, and are taught to feel, with a more than 
usual force, the awful conviction, that, ♦"doubt- 
less, there is a God that judgeth the earth/^ 

Was it fate, was it chance, that raised Babylon 
to the summit of glory, and gave might and do- 
minion unto Egypt? Was it fate, was it chance, 
that caused the golden city to cease, and made 
the kingdom of Pharaoh the basest upon earth? 
Was it mere accident that delivered Israel out of 
Egypt, and brought the sojourners in the wilder- 
ness to the heritage of the goodly land? And was 
it, as some foolishly assert, nothing else, but a for- 
tuitous concurrence of circumstances, that has pro- 
duced the late events, which Imve caused such 
astonishment, and effected such changes, in thei 
world ? No* It was the hand of an over-ruling 
Providence that has wrought this; of that Almighty 

I ■ ■ ■ ' I ■' 11 I ■ I 11 t I > » i ■ ■ ■ I I i » 

J ' ♦ Ps, IviiL l6. - J 
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Being, who stretches out his arm to save or de^ 
stroy, to raise up or cast down, as his mercy prompts, 
or his justice demands. When, nations serve him 
faithfully, he is their God, their Protector. He 
causes them to reign and prosper. He turns from 
them the fury of the oppressor, . brings to nought 
the designs of the ungodly, puts an end to the wild 
dreams of proud ambition, and suffers no deadly thing 
to hurt the people of his love. But when they 
forsake his testimonies, and pay adoration to the 
idols, of sin, he withdraws the power of his heavenly 
protection, and leaves tliem to eat in sorrow and in 
pain the fruit of their doings. He pours out his 
judgments upon them, as an overwhelming flood. 
He causes their pride to bow down its head to 
the dust, casts a blight over all their joys, fills 
their homes and hearts with bitter lamentations^ 
and gives occasion* to , their enemies to make 
irongs upon their misery. *^* Bles^sed^"" therefore, 

. * P». cdir. 15. ' 
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^^are the people who hav^ tite Lord for their 
God." 

That dug country has been in an especial manner 
liEtTouFed by his Providence, ao one, I trust, will 
deny. We ave not to conskler this Providence as 
visible only in his preserviaig us from the swonl of the 
en^ny, and in his gimiiig us Ihe mictory in the day oif 
battle. We are io rievr its evidences also in ail those 
acts of human wisdom^ which tend (bo oational prosper^ 
ityt aad in all ihost sobleand benenileiit Listitiitieiis, 
w^ich unite pavate benefit with pi!^lic wekane. 

When k^gislatMS enact laws in the spirit of reli* 
^]\ aswredi tiaat excelleDce in design^ and utiiity 
in operation, proceed fnom Godaloiie; — and when, 
in the ^iat of ch^ty^ ithey c^wae their grand projects 
of natiostftl benefit to fbe produotiw 4if «>iQfiart and 
bJeaiiing to ithe individual inrtcuments, Ihaet contribute 
to carrry ihem mto efiect, (hefe is emry mason to 
bQpe» that ihek woilcs receive Ihe- jqipKxbaition 4^ 
the Almighty, and will continue to afiterrages juonu- 
.ments of their wisdom and of hb protection. 
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The union of wise counsel and Christian benevo- 
lence in the Establishment, which is this day the 
object of our commendation, is most conspicuous; 
and the advantages which have accrued to the nation 
at large, and to individuals in particular, through 
ages of prosperity, and during many years of threat- 
ening peril, prove most forcibly, that it has been 
upheld and preserved by the good Providence of 
God. Works of benefit to his creatures, being wdi* 
pleasing to their Creator, are always his peculiar 
care. He causes thera not only to flourish, to con^ 
tinue, and to be perpetuate, but also to become the 
means of security in the hour of danger. 

A particular explanation of the nature of your 
Establishment, and of die duties and offices of those 
who superintend and execute its pui^oses, would be 
superAai»us. I proceed, there^Mse, to make some 
observations calculated to illustrate its wasdom and 
its usefulness. 

Situated, as we are, upon the globe, we must 
necessarily be^a iiiaritime people; and in order to 
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carry on a commerce with other nations, aiid thereby 
open to ourselves sources of wealth and strength, 
a certain proportion of our population must 
*" occupy their business in great waters/' These, in 
their numerous voyages from one country to another, 
are exposed to a multitude of dangers ; but, doubtless, 
when the sea roars, and -f- " the stormy wind lifts up 
the waves thereof,^' they are in an especial manner 
protected by the gracious Providence of the Almighty* 
For the benefit of their native land they brave the 
fury of the storm, encounter the perilous chances of 
unwholesome climates, and are often compelled to 
undergo the most severe distresses and privations. 
It is, therefore, our duty, and no one will deny that 
it is our interest, to remove every obstacle we can 
from their course, and by every preservative caution 
to direct them in safety, as far as we are able, through 
the trackless deep. 



» Ps. ctB. as, t Ibid* femv*5. 
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How well this duty is performed by those who 
undertake it, is not so generally known, as it 
ought to be. Having passed a great part of their 
lives in encountering the dangers of the deep, they 
devote .the remainder of their days with a laudable 
zeal and an active benevolence to the promoting of 
some of the best interests of their country. In 
the execution of their office they have proved 
themselves deserving of the highest commendation, 
and in the services which they have rendered the 
nation, they have imposed upon it a debt of gratitude, 
which it can never adequately repay. But they, 
doubtless, look for a higher reward than any that 
man can bestow, even for the praise of Him, who 
has often providentially delivered them out of their 
distress, and who will not suffer their truly benevolent 
and disinterested labours to pass without a recom- 
pense at the Day of Judgment. In serving their 
country, they serve their God; and in performing 
acts of benefit to his creatures, they secure an interest 
in his mercy. 
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But not only have thew men promated the 
welfare of their countrj by a iaithful and cxmscien^ 
tious discharge of their particalar duties; they have 
also rendered it the most impojrtant services in the 
hour of national peril. When with base and nn^ 
natural per^dy, a perfidy most replicant to every 
noble and generous fedling of the heart, our domestic 
foes entered into a league with our open enemy, and 
conspired together to betray into his hands the 
bulwarks of our safety, the brethren of this house, 
struck with abhorrence of so wicked an intenf, and 
burning with true patriotic zeal, worthy of their 
charaoters as Britons and Christians, (to their immortal 
honour be it spoken!) hastened, at the risk of their 
lives, to avert the impending evil, and succeeded 
in preventing the execution of a purpose, that had 
for its object the destruction of every blessing we 
enjoy as a free and independent people. 

At another time, when the enemy thirsting for the 
ruin of a people that stood between him and universal 
power, threatened to pour his numerous legions 
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<m oiir coasts, ttiese same veteKttt patnot%, gcon^n 
old in the service of theit coiiatry, but stili possfeks- 
4ng the noble spirit that fctnlttiated their breasts in 
their younger days, voluntarily stood forward with 
God ^s a witness to their faith, and cheerfully bbre 
ian active And laborious part in the defence of their 
native home. It is in cases of emergency and in the 
hour of danger that true patriotism is discerned; 
that principles, which religion Sanctions, and virtute 
admires^ show their bi%htfest splendour to the wbrld. 
Instances, like these, of devotion to the publib 
good are not oif momentary nor transient benefit; 
they act as examples to our (children, as incentives 
to future generations, as precedents of patriotic 
s&brifice, which others Will ffeel a pride to fdllot^, 
and an ambition to equal* 

Therfe is every reason to think, that these ra^n 
vi^ill not again hat^ opportunities, limilar to those I 
have just mentioned, of proving how dearly they love 
the land tliat gave tbem birth, and how willing they 
are to make ad ofi^ring of theii" ease, tioek health, 

c 
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and even their very lives for its protection and secu* 
ritj. That malignant Spirit, which. a disbelieving 
philosophy had excited in the breasts of many of 
our deluded countrymen, inflaming their passiom 
with pictures of ideal good to be realised by unna* 
tural conspiracies and sanguinary revolutions, and 
urging them to plunge the destructive sword into 
the bosom of tjieir country, is now, we trust, dis- 
possessed of his hold, and cast utterly out of the 
land. Never again, let us hope, will a mad ambition 
prepare to invade our shores, and menace our Zion 
with destruction. The day of fear is past, the arm 
of terror is broken. Providence has inspired wisdom, 
firmness, constancy into our councils; has caused 
the noble principles upon which we have acted, and in 
which we have persevered, to succeed and triumph, 
and has laid low in the dust that hatelul tyranny 
which has so long raised storm and tempest among the 
nations, and poured floods of misery over the earth. 
When we reflect on the innumerable sufferings 
which many neighbouring countries have undei^one, 
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on the painful sacrifices which they have been com- 
pelled to make, pn the tremendous conflicts that 
have shaken the world with affright, on the rivers of 
blood that have flowed, like an inundation, around, 
and on the devouring flames which with the glare of 
lightning have reddened the expanse of Heaven, we 
cannot but acknowledge, that the judgments of the 
Almighty have been abroad for the punishment and 
reformation of mankind. And when we consider also 
how this nation has been graciously protected and 
preserved by the Providence of God during these 
awful visitations ; how little, comparatively speak- 
ing, he has occasioned us to suffer, and how he has 
enabled us (for in Him alone is strength and success) 
to become, through patient perseverance in upright 
principles, the authors of deliverance to a subjugated 
world, we must be wanting in the best feelings of the 
heart, must be destitute of every emotion of true piety, 
not to attribute these blessings to his mercy, and not 
to cry out with holy gratitude, not unto us, O God, 
not unto us, but unto thy name be the praise. 
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The obseryadonj; I have nqvt. made relative tO; tl^ 
listablishweut which we are this d2yr comweQiling^ 
tend, I trust, to illustrate its wisdom and its useful- ' 
n.ess. It has been a means of prosperity, to th^ 
country, of security to those who navigate the aeasi, 
and, through the patriotism of its members, of 
defence in the hour of national danger. But it has 
another claim upon our admiration. It is. a work of 
Charity. Its ample revenue, after the necessary 
expences of its primary object are defrayed, is applied 
to the relief of decayed Seamen and their wives and 
children. Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon 
that Establishment, which, in the true Christian 
Spirit, makes a comfortable provision for the latter 
days of those, whose best years have been employed, 
and strongest ener^es exerted, in the service of their 
country. These poor labourers in the vineyard of 
public usefulness should at least, when their strength 
is wasted, and their days are drawing to a close, be 
parmitted, as a recompense for their toil, to partake 
of the fruits, which thfeir industry has contributed to 
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pnoinfie. Whefk w& aee^. th»ti the ckiUv Qii,guAymi% 
i^hiqh. iheix, seri^ice^.bftyfi merited^ is ack^cxiElQdgfid 
aj(i4 discharged ; wheii we behold, the agedomuriinery 
whQ has wea^thered ma^y a storm,. awduDdergpue 
QM^ay.a di3tres8,.laid up for tJjeLrenia*p4^''^f ^ dayssin 
a safe and quifit harbour^ provided foj^Jhim by the^^ca^e 
of benevoleftce*; and when.wewitneaaJJaekind.attldeir 
tude» that imjp&xte to thousands thf^Emana^xf Gom£Mit^ 
and banishes fsom their mindsi the alarms of .waqt».^w»e 
cannoi but r^Mee both as. Britons .and ai^i Chiistiaiisi 
that such aa fistablishnifint exists amongpti ns^ and 
put .up a fervent prayer toi Heftven, tha^it ]payx],e^eind 
uniGapaired to posterity^and icommunica^k^itsiblessingi 
to our children and to our chUdrpn's childceak: 

Raise jour voices of discontent, ye sons; of anaco^jr 
and rebellion; complain o£ the. evils thaJiinfeeti the 
staie; erect the . crest x)f revolutionary adventois^ and 
under the plausible, and visionary ploa. of i^eformation^ 
destroy the Government, the Laws,, the. Institutions 
of the land J and what will be thq result? It will 
he -this. You* w^ll not only, in your wild> and furious 



Digitized by 



Google 



spirit of innovaticniy give the death-blow to liberty; 
but also plunge the sword, reeking with the blood of 
Virtue, into the bosom of Charity. Not a reUgious, 
not a benevolent InsUtntion, will escape the dreadful 
wreck which your licentious violence will create. 
Even this EstaUishment will fall to the ground, and 
be namore a Messing to the land. Misery will be heard 
lamenting in our streets. The poor will either perish for 
want, or be hurried on by desperation to seek a suste* 
nance in rapine and in blood. The veteran servant of 
bis country will be driven from the shelter which he 
enjoys, and, instead of passing his last days in peac^ 
and comfort with his family, will pour fourth aloud the 
bitterness of hb soul, and go down with sorrow to the 
grave. Beware, then, of fomenting a spirit of dissen- 
tion in your native land by representations of unreal 
grievances, and of endangering the existence of all bur 
civil, moral, and religious excellences by endeavoiu:^ 
to bring authorities into disrepute, and to excite in 
the breasts of the people a desire for that perfection in 
Government, which it is not in the power of human 
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wisdom to attain. Be satisfied with the superior 
blessings we enjoy, and begratefiil to Providence for 
the distinguished favours with which he has been 
pleased to visit us above all other nations^ Leave us 
our religion, as it is ; we desire no change. Leave 
us our LawSy our Liberties, our Customs, as they have 
been transmitted to us by our Fathers ; we wish no 
fanciful experiments to be made upon them. Leave us 
our beneficial Establishments, our charitable Institu- 
' tions, as they now exist ; we know the good they have 
done, the happiness they have imparted, and we are 
anxious that they should stand and flourish under 
their old fostering protection. 

We love our country, as we love our lives. It is 
endeared to us by a thousand ties. It is the 
soil that gave us birth. It contains all that 
is dear and valuable to our hearts. It is adorned on 
all sides with monuments of wisdom, of greatness, of 
prosperity, of usefulness, of private benevolence, and 
;Of public charity; — and, if we are faithful subjects 
and good Christians, it opens to us infinite sources of 
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rational enjoyment, and supplies us With inftumeral^e 
tneatis and opportunities of advancing the glory of 
God, and promoting the p^ace and comlbrt of our 
fellow-creatures. Long may it stand a blessing to 
outselves and oUr posterity, the admiration of the. 
worid, and an example of all that is good, and Wise, 
and great to the surrounding nations. Long too may 
this particular Establishment continue an ornament 
to the land, an evidence of political wisdom, and a 
memorial of Christian love. May that Providence,, 
which has wrought such wonderful things in our 
behalf, and which loves to protect and uphold thd 
faithful followers of Jesus, still extend his favour and 
mercy towards us, and make us active and zealous 
instruments to advance the best interests of our 
country, and to further his gracious designs upon 
earth. And God grant, that we may feel, as we ought, 
his abundant loving-kindness, and prove the sincerity 
of our gratitude, by repenting heartily of our sins, by 
believing vitally in Christ Jesus, and by keeping his 
holy will and commandments all the days of our life. 

FINIS. 
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